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GERMANS  IN  PARIS

THE spectacle of an easy-going German strolling along
the street might persuade one that he was harmless enough
and that occupation was bearable.

If the Germans had been content to occupy France as
they did in 1871, it might have been claimed that life was
not too bad. After the defeat of 1871, the Prussian
occupation lasted only a few months. It was continued
merely to guarantee that the 5,000,000,000 francs claimed
from the vanquished would be paid.

Our grandparents, who had to eat rats during the siege
of Paris, did, nevertheless, find the food situation improve.
In 1871, the canker was on the face, and though incon-
venient, was localised and superficial. But this time the
canker is deep-seated, and the longer it persists so
does the evil worsen and spread. The food ration is
shrinking, children are wasting away, clothes are wearing
out and clothing coupons are not sufficient to replace
them.

Yet all that, if I may dare say so, is the least of the
damage.

In 1871 the Germans occupied only; this time they are
interfering in everything. They have installed themselves
in the railways, public administration, police forces, banks,
assurance companies, Press, wireless, films, law, and
education. They are everywhere, even in the so-called
unoccupied zone, and in the colonies under the guise of
Armistice Commissions.

They are not only imposing a form of government on
the French, but also choosing men for that government;
nominating civil servants, making laws, imposing fines,
raising money, suppressing all liberty, even of thought,
and forcing France into one-sided collaboration.

A regime of tyranny has been set up. Informing has
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